
REINVENTING
TOURISM
 

...as an activity that is low carbon,
climate resilient, meaningful for the
traveller and the community, and
considers the needs of the local
people and environment.  

Are underpinned and informed by science
Contribute to limiting warming to under 2 degrees Celsius
Are socially, environmentally and economically viable
Inform a just transition that allows a rewarding life for all

The network's initiatives and projects:

 

A C T N e t w o r k  

I s  a  g loba l  g roup o f  exper ts  whose a im i t  i s  to  co l labora te  and
cont r ibu te  pos i t i ve ly  towards  f ind ing  and communica t ing  long-
te rm so lu t ions  fo r  low-carbon and c l imate  res i l ien t  tour ism.  



WHAT WE DO We contribute to finding and
communicating solutions:
 

Generate new knowledge from our own research and work
Share insights and learnings from case studies
Provide public commentary on topical issues
Partner with governments, destinations and industry
Develop educational materials 
Draw in expertise from our extensive global networks
Think critically and explore new pathways for tourism

 

 

Decarbonisation strategies and tools

Measurement approaches and footprinting

Modelling and scenario analysis

Risk assessment and resilience building

Policy analysis and advice

Training and education

Business and destination case studies

COLLECTIVE EXPERTISE



WHO WE ARE We are a growing network, bringing
together many different perspectives.
The founding members are: 
 

Dr Susanne Becken is a Professor of Sustainable Tourism at Griffith University, Australia, a
Vice Chancellor Research Fellow at the University of Surrey, and a member of several industry
advisory boards. She has published widely on resource use, aviation, risk, behaviour and
climate change. She is a Fellow of the International Academy of the Study of Tourism, and a
recipient of the UNWTO Ulysses Award. 
 
Dr Harald Friedl is an Associate Professor for Ethics and Sustainability in Tourism at the FH
JOANNEUM– University of Applied Science in Austria. He graduated from law and philosophy,
he has worked for media and tour operators. He researches and lectures about tourism impacts,
social behaviour and change, conflict management and didactic. He is a recipient of the
National Award for Academic Teaching.
 
Dr Debbie Hopkins is an Associate Professor in Human Geography at Oxford University, UK.
Debbie holds editorial positions with the Journal of Sustainable Tourism and Journal of
Transport Geography. Between 2017-2019, she was part-time seconded with the New Zealand
Ministry of Transport. Debbie leads research on low-carbon transitions, labour and mobilities.
She sits on the advisory board of the Oxford Climate Society. 
 
Dr Bijan Khazai is the CEO of Risklayer (Germany) and an active researcher in the field of
social vulnerability analysis, megacity and urban risk, and information technology for post-
disaster recovery planning. He completed his PhD in Civil Engineering from the University of
California at Berkeley in 2004 and has worked on risk assessments globally. He has worked on
‘Hotel Resilient’, a GIZ funded project to enhance resilience in tourism.  
 
Johanna Loehr is a Doctoral researcher at the Griffith Institute for Tourism. Her research
applies systems thinking and focuses on destination wide climate change risk reduction. She
has years of experience working in sustainable tourism having completed projects for both
government and the private sector. Johanna is a contributing author to the upcoming IPCC
Sixth Assessment Report.
 
Daniel Nutz is chief editor at ÖGZ – Österreichische Gastronomie- und Hotelzeitung, a special
interest newspaper for the catering trade, hotel business and tourism. Daniel has a very strong
interest in communicating sustainability, building on his degrees in communication studies,
sociology and political science in Vienna and Berlin. In 2015, he won the Austrian media prize
for inclusion.
 
 



Dr Paul Peeters is an Associate Professor of Sustainable Transport and Tourism at Breda
University of applied sciences in the Netherlands. He is responsible for the Centre for
Sustainable Tourism and Transport, specialising in the environmental impacts of tourism 
transport. Paul has been educated as an aircraft engineer at the University for Professional
Education Haarlem. Paul has published extensively on tourism transport emissions.
 
Anna Pollock, Founder and CEO of Conscious.Travel, is an international consultant and
visionary with a focus on anticipating and facilitating change within the visitor economy. Anna
has been examining the impact of climate change on the tourism sector  and considers it the
primary catalyst for the systemic change needed to ensure tourism continues to thrive. She is
advising destinations on ways to build community capacity.
 
Dr Daniel Scott is Professor and University Research Chair at the University of Waterloo,
Canada, and Vice Chancellor Research Fellow at the University of Surrey.  Daniel has published
about 200 papers and reports related to sustainable tourism, climate change adaptation, and
decarbonisation, including for various UN organisations. He is a contributor to multiple IPCC
reports, and has won several awards for his work. 
 
Dr Robert Steiger is Assistant Professor at the Department of Public Finance at the University of
Innsbruck, Austria. He has been contributing research in the field of climate change and tourism,
and regional development in the Alps for over 10 years. He has conducted commissioned work
for ski resort managers, decision makers in tourism boards, manufacturers in the ski tourism
industry and governmental departments.
 
Dr Christopher Warren is an international expert in persuasive communications and
sustainability-oriented service innovation. Christopher is the founder of My Green Butler a
sustainable hospitality behaviour change solution that saves resources, reduces carbon and
saves costs, director of the International Centre for Responsible Tourism - Australia and is a
UNWTO/UNEP Sustainable Tourism Partner of the 10YFP programme.
 
Dr Emma Whittlesea is Principal Policy Officer for the Queensland Government and Senior
Research Fellow with the Griffith Institute for Tourism. She has expertise in environmental
sustainability and climate change, and has worked in public, private and academic sectors within
the UK, Europe and Australia. Her work supports the development and implementation of
climate change policy and programs. 


